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MdMCS policy on infectious diseases requires that parents notify the school immediately of any 
potential or confirmed diagnosis. In turn, the school will notify the rest of the parent community 
and county/state public health.  Beyond that, our school would follow the guidelines for handling 
such a situation laid out by county/state public health and the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  
 
MdMCS will follow the recommendation of Mendocino County and California public health 
departments for school closures as connected to the COVID-19 virus (See attached guidelines 
from CDPH as of 3/8/2020). 
 
Administration will maintain communication with the County public health department and 
regularly review the information on the CA Department of Education, Mendocino County Office 
of Education, and the Mendocino and CA Department of Public Health websites regarding the 
COVID-19 virus and the CA State of Emergency declaration and its impact on schools.  
 
If it becomes clear that keeping school open poses a risk to the health of our community, 
MdMCS reserves the right to close school with or without the recommendation of local, county, 
or state agencies.  Factors considered in assessing risk to our community  include: 

1. Exhibition of COVID-19 symptoms confirmed by a health practitioner and/or potential or 
confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19 of any MdMCS staff, parent, or student; 

2. A substantive presence or increase of COVID-19 cases in Mendocino County or the 
North Coast area; 

3. The credible belief by the majority of administration, staff, and board of directors that 
keeping school open puts our MdMCS community members at risk.  

 
Finally, any teacher, staff member, parent, or student diagnosed with COVID-19 will be 
prohibited from returning to school for a length of time in accordance with CDC and county and 
public health policy and the appropriate people (parents/family) and authorities (public health, 
etc.) will be notified. Anyone in close contact with the diagnosed child or adult at school will be 
identified and the appropriate people (parents/family/public health) notified. Such cases will be 
prohibited from attending school for the length of time as outlined by CDC and county or state 
public health. See attached CDPH guidelines as of 3/8/2020. 
 
MDMCS does not have a punitive attendance policy and we honor parent decisions about 
their children's well-being and health. Parent decisions to keep children at home during 
this COVID-19 epidemic will be supported by MdMCS administration and staff.  
 
It is the responsibility of parents to be aware of the many methods used to communicate with 
families during an emergency response, including: 

● Posts on our Facebook page, in our Facebook group, in SLACK, and on our website.  



● Emails, texts, and phone calls.  
 
Anyone exhibiting respiratory symptoms or fever will be isolated and sent home immediately. All 
adults in the MdMCS community must self-check and check their children for fever and 
respiratory symptoms. Anyone exhibiting these symptoms must stay home. Visitors (non 
MdMCS parents-students-staff) will be prohibited from school until further notice except for 
absolute necessity. Students/staff must be fever free for 24 hours before returning to school. 
 
Visitors (non MdMCS parents-students-staff) will be prohibited from school until further notice 
except in cases of absolute necessity.  
 
Teachers have implemented additional hand-washing requirements for students and our school 
continues to be cleaned and disinfected daily. Surfaces are wiped on a daily basis with teachers 
giving extra attention to this practice in addition to our professional cleaners.  
 
In the case that school closure is warranted, the school will undergo a deep cleaning using 
disinfectant products at both the start and end of the closure period. 
 
If long-term closure is required, MdMCS reserves the right to consider and implement any 
variety of options for ensuring students receive a full-year of instruction, including modifying the 
academic calendar.  


